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Foreword

Wigan Borough is thriving on the back of some
significant initiatives: the award winning Grand Arcade,
Bickershaw and the successful conversion of
Trencherfield Mill. We recognise that the transformation
of Wigan South Central is central to maintaining the

momentum that we have achieved to date.

Wigan South Central is an important area for us because

it accommodates a number of our major opportunity

sites:

A Westwood Park - the proposed development of our
award winning Westwood Park into the largest
clothing and textile industry centre in Europe

A Pemberton Colliery - the redevelopment of this
former coal mine into a destination for modern

high quality

opportunities and housing

employers  offering employment

A Wigan Pier Quarter - this internationally recognised
destination celebrating our industrial heritage

We want to ensure that these opportunities are
maximised in themselves and also in the wider setting
improving the quality of life of local residents and
attracting new workers, investors, residents and visitors.
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We have the vision and we want you, our public and
private sector partners, to be part of it. That is why we
have brought together an appreciation of the Wigan
South Central area in the Strategic Masterplan, setting
out how we want to work with partners to transform this
part of the Borough.

We acknowledge that there are challenges that we need
to overcome, not least the need to improve accessibility
and reduce congestion. The Strategic Masterplan sets
out how we propose to tackle these challenges to build
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We believe Wigan South Central has the potential to
create a new gateway to our Borough and town,
showcasing our natural and heritage assets whilst
creating new buildings fit for residents and business
occupiers in the 21% Century.

We hope that our Strategic Masterplan for Wigan South
Central will get you as excited about the area and its
opportunities as we are and that it will encourage you to
work with us to realise our vision.
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1.0 What Wig an has to offer

Centrally located and well connected....

Strategic location of Wigan

Wigan is at the heart of the North West located between

the major regional centres of Manchester, Liverpool and

Preston in close proximity to major strategic road, rail

and airport networks.

A Wigan sits midway between the M6 and M61.
Junctions 24, 25, 26 and 27 of the M6 provide
access to the Borough. Junction 23 also links to the
A580 (East Lancs Road) providing access between
Liverpool and Manchester and Junction 26 connects
to the M58 providing access through Merseyside
into the north of Liverpool. The M61 links into the
M60 (Ma n ¢ h e Outer RidbgsRoad)
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A The West Coast Mainline runs through Wigan North
Western station providing high speed connections to
London, Glasgow, Liverpool, Preston and
Manchester. Wigan Wallgate station provides local
connections between Manchester, Bolton, Southport
and Kirkby in Merseyside

A Manchester and Liverpool airports are both within 30
miles of Wigan town centre

Green and attractive environment...

Wigan Borough has a very green environment - over
three quarters of our Borough is open country. Wigan
Flashes are of national significance and will form the
centrepiece of the regional par k i niti at.i
The towns waterway network centred on the Flashes,
Leeds Liverpool Canal and River Douglas offers potential
for attractive waterfront development.

Wigan Flashes
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Rich in heritage...

Wigan Borough has a wealth of architectural heritage
with over 650 Listed Buildings, 23 Conservation Areas
and many more notable unlisted buildings of interest.
These historic buildings provide valuable evidence of our

social and economic history and contribute to the sense

=

of place and identity.
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Successful conversion on Trencherfield Mill

Trenchfield  Mill
demonstrates how our heritage assets can have a new
future. We have other significant assets within the Pier
Quarter whose potential is yet to be fully realised. The
proposed refurbishment and redevelopment of Eckersley
Mill, in particular, will transform the historic mill complex

The successful conversion of

and have a major impact on the offer of the Pier Quarter.
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Thriving town centre...

Wigan town centre is a thriving retail and leisure
destination. The opening of the Grand Arcade 37,000 sq
m (430,000 sq ft) retail development in 2007 boosted our
retail offer elevating Wigan town centre into the top 100
retail destinations and it is now ranked 2" largest of all
Greater Manchester town centres’. The King Street area
provides the focus for the town& bars and nightlife
predominantly serving the 18-25 year old age group.

We are in the process of establishing a new Joint
Service Centre in the town centre providing a variety of
customer-focused services through a one-stop shop.
This new facility will include a new library, swimming pool
and primary care facilities.

Excellent shopping facilities in the Grand Arcade

! Venuescore, 2007
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Growing business and investment location...

The delivery of a portfolio of quality premises supported
by a skilled workforce is crucial to attracting investors to

Wigan and driving our economic growth. Wi gand

economy has grown and diversified from a traditional
manufacturing base to develop a thriving service sector
economy.

Manufacturing remains an important component of our
economy (accounting for 17% of all employees?) and
specialisms have been developed, in particular in food
manufacturing - accommodating major brands such as
Heinz and Patak Foods. Knowledge based sectors of
financial and professional services, digital industries and
life sciences are also accounting for a growing share of
employmentz.

Wigan and Leigh College has made significant
investment in its campus and plans to expand its higher
education offer. This will be key in driving the skills of
t he
source a skilled local workforce.

boroughés workforce

Westwood Park will be
6Chinagatewayd

transformed by the

scheme
largest clothing and textile industry centre in Europe -
generating up to 1,000 jobs and spin off opportunities for
related businesses across our Borough and the whole of
the North West. This high profile scheme will be key to
boosting the image of Wigan for indigenous and inward
investors alike.

2 Manchester Enterprises (ONS, ABI, 2005)
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Wigan and Leigh College

Attractive place to live...

Wigan offers a range of housing options across the
Borough. The increased house building targets set at
the regional level provide an opportunity for us to
improve the overall offer, in particular, in terms of quality
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We are committed to pioneering environmental best
practice and aim to embed the highest standards in all

whi ch ouwpqerreratignepgojecgs.t Forbeéapglq,naé Bicl(ehsléaw,

we are working with English Partnerships and the North
West Development Agency to deliver a national
exemplar for zero carbon housing. The new homes will
be carefully planned to complement new commercial
uses and recreation facilities. The Bickershaw
development will include a country park, community
woodland, golf course and visitor centre promoting
healthy lifestyles amongst local people and achieving the

highest standards of environmental sustainability.
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The new facilities at Bickershaw will complement those
at Leigh Sports Village. The Sports Village comprises a
vibrant mix of uses including new facilities for Wigan and
Leigh FE College, a new 10,000 seat stadium for Leigh
Centurions (Rugby League) and Leigh RMI, an indoor
sports centre and athletics track as well as new homes
and commercial space. Leigh Sports Village not only
promotes participation in sport by providing state-of-the-
art leisure facilities for local people, but it will also build
on our reputation for professional sport and may be used
as a training camp for athletes competing in London
2012 Olympics.

Spirit of Wigan Sculpture

Communities across the whole of our Borough are
benefitting from improvements to health centres through
the LIFT (Local Improvement Finance Trust) scheme and
secondary school facilities will be transformed through
planned investment of circa £150m through the Building
Schools for the Future programme.
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JJB Stadium

We are proud of what Wigan has to offer. This Strategic
Masterplan aims to present our greenspace, water
assets, heritage, services and opportunities and to
demonstrate what a great place Wigan is to live, work,
visit and do business.
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